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Statements By "group Of 8" Presidents On Central America,
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Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, December 2, 1987
On Nov. 26-29, eight Latin American presidents convened in Acapulco, Mexico, to discuss a series
of political issues, including the foreign debt problem, the Central American peace process, and
international peace and security, among others. It was an historic conference in that the regional
leaders met for the first time without US participation. The "Group of 8" was formed last year
by member nations of the Contadora Group (Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela) and
its Support Group (Peru, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay) in an effort to capitalize on a working
relationship among respective nations established earlier to assist in resolving the Central American
crisis. The Group of 8, said its architects, would be utilized as a forum to discuss political issues of
mutual concern. The Contadora Group was created in 1983, and the Support Group in 1985. The
eight nations are also members of the International Verification and Followup Commission charged
with verifying compliance by the five Central American nations to the regional peace accord
signed in August. The eight presidents are Raul Alfonsin (Argentina), Jose Sarney (Brazil), Virgilio
Barco (Colombia), Miguel de la Madrid (Mexico), Eric Arturo Delvalle (Panama), Alan Garcia
(Peru), Julio Maria Sanguinetti (Uruguay), and Jaime Lusinchi (Venezuela). The presidents were
accompanied by their foreign ministers and economy/finance ministers. On the morning of Nov.
29, the presidents released a document, formally known as the Acapulco Commitment to Peace,
Development and Democracy. Highlights of the joint statement on Central America are summarized
below. * A major criterion directing our discussions derives from agreement that we must extend
and strengthen political coordination. This agreement was an outcome of our positive experience
of ongoing consultations within the context of the Contadora Group and the Support Group. The
action of the Contadora and Support Groups constitutes an unprecedented experience in Latin
American coordination in terms of regional peace and security that has definitively contributed to
the celebration of the Guatemala accord in August by the five Central American presidents. What
drives us is the recognition of a community of interests. We share the commitment to democracy
and development alongwith all the peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean. All countries in the
region are committed to the principles of self-determination, non-intervention, peaceful solution
to conflicts, proscriptions on the use of force or the threat of force, juridical equality among nation-
states, and international cooperation for development. We affirm the usefulness of multilateral
influence and decision-making. Regional vulnerability to external pressures will be reduced only
with a greater identity and improved articulation of interests by Latin American and Caribbean
nations. * We salute the progress realized in the Central American peace process, in terms of
national reconciliation, amnesty, and reestablishment of fundamental liberties. We reaffirm, once
again, that peace and stability in Central America are priority questions for our governments.
Not only is the consolidation of democracy and development based on the self-determination of
the Central American people in play here, but also our own national interests. We support the
creation of an "international emergency program" to assist the Central American countries in
achieving self-determination and economic reconstruction. To this end we will offer preferential
treatment to Central American nations' products; technical assistance programs; strengthening
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financial cooperation between our countries and the Central American nations, including allocation
of resources to regional finance agencies, such as the Central American Economic Integration
Bank; specific projects in emergency food assistance, and in the identification and implementation
of agricultural development and training programs; participation in an emergency program for
refugees and exiles to be proposed to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. We call
on all nations interested in peace and development to assist us in this program for Central America.
(Basic data from Argentine news agency DYN, 11/29/87; AFP, 11/29/87; Prensa Latina, 11/29/87; New
York Times, 11/30/87)
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